TEACHING   IN   THE   INFANTS*   SCHOOL

years in his home will have observed the skill and
ingenuity that is shown in the construction of some
object from material that is regarded by adults as waste
material, e.g. the truck or cart made from a wooden
box and wheels from a cast-off toy; the sword, gun or
tank from oddments of wood; the tent from a sack and
a few bean poles.

The same principle should apply to free constructive
work in school: it should employ almost wholly waste
material, such as coarse wrapping paper, cardboard
boxes and cartons, tins, reels, discs of wood or metal,
odd pieces of wood and textile material, odd lengths
of string or cord, strips of leather, together with a plastic
substance such as clay, which is relatively cheap to buy.
There must in addition be a really good fixative, such
as glue, and if possible some paint with which to
beautify and preserve the objects made.

Since the work.is intended to be free creative work,
the plan and method of work should also be free, i.e.
it should arise from the child's own thought. The
teacher will act mainly as adviser or as one who is
willing to co-operate with the child by putting her
superior muscular skill at his service, when necessary.

With some children, e.g. those whose, power of self-
criticism is weak, unlimited free construction might
engender a low standard of work, which would gradu-
ally develop into a habit of careless slipshod work, when
in fact the children were capable of doing much better.
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